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The First Amendment: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of grievances.

Letters may be up to 200 words. Include your name,
address and a daytime telephone number. We edit
for brevity, accuracy, clarity and grammar. We reject
anonymous letters, poetry, Internet pass-alongs and
form letters. Writers are limited to one letter within
30 days. Letters and articles may be published in
print, electronic media or other forms. We cannot
return or acknowledge unpublished letters.

Email: bgm-letters@pressconnects.com. 
Web submissions: pressconnects.com/opinion/ 
Click on Submit a Letter. 

This year while carrying petitions for candidates,
to reduce my walking time, I would first go to the
houses where there resided from two to four regis-
tered voters in the same party. 

I learned that it is common for two or three of the
people listed as registered voters to have moved out. 

It occurred to me how easy it might be to rig an
election. One need only find a residential area or a
housing complex that has a high turnover of tenants
and a high voter registration in one party. An “opera-
tive” of the party files forged affidavits requesting an
absentee ballot for each missing voter registered at
that address. The “operative” pays the current tenant
to notify the “operative” when the actual ballots ar-
rive. The “operative” then marks the ballots in favor of
the “operative's” candidates, then mails them in,
“making very ballot count.”

In states where the legislature orders that every
registered voter’s address shall be sent a valid ballot
for every listed voter at that address, the dwelling
unit, house or apartment will now receive as many
real ballots as there are names listed at the address on
the voter registration rolls. No absentee ballot affida-
vits are required in such a case. No signature verifica-
tion is required. 

The state has prepared the ground for fraud. The
“operative” needs only to harvest (intercept) the bal-

lots, mark the appropriate candidate for whom the
“operative” has been hired, and deliver the ballots.
The “operative” could be the current resident, a build-
ing superintendent, the mail carrier, a social worker,
an activist, a fellow church member or even a neigh-
bor. Easy peasy. It is so simple that it hides in plain
sight.

And like the drop of water falling from the faucet
once every second and which fills the bucket at the
end of the day, these accumulated fraudulent ballots
illegally alter the outcome of the voting. 

If you think that this is unsupported by facts, try
carrying petitions in an election year. This year, at the
first nine residences from whom I obtained only nine
signatures in toto, there were listed a total of three ad-
ditional registered voters, all of whom had moved out
permanently but who had not canceled their registra-
tions. If there had been mail-in ballots sent to those
three, then one side could have increased its vote
count by 33% (most elections turn on an increase of
only 5% or less). 

I returned home that night with a fuller under-
standing of how fraud occurs, how it erodes our de-
mocracy, how dependent we are on an honest citizen-
ry, how important it is to have only a need-based ab-
sentee ballot system supported by sworn affidavits
with signature checks, and why voter identification is
the most important way to preserve the integrity of
our voting system. 

Christopher Denton is an Elmira resident.
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Why is crime falling and gun violence increasing?
That’s not something you will hear in the blustery

rhetoric of local politicians, police chiefs and the
Broome County sheriff, who all speak of a rising
crime wave that threatens us daily. Their solution?
Rollback reforms, impose more bail, refill the jail with
more “dangerous” people, and send more on to state
prison. Such recommendations fail, however, the
tests of evidence and analysis. 

Where’s the crime? 
The index (serious) crime rate has been falling

steadily in Broome County for over four decades.
Murders are rare, averaging five a year. Property
theft, robbery, burglaries and motor vehicle theft are
all down over the last five to 10 years. We have no dev-
astating crime wave.

What has increased in gun violence. The number
of persons injured from gun violence in Binghamton
fell from seven to four from 2017 to 2010, but rose to 11
in 2021. 

Why?
No study has shown that dropping bail for those

with misdemeanors and nonviolent charges has in-
creased crime and violence. State data show that less
than 2% of nearly 100,000 bail releases resulted in a
rearrest on a violent felony charge — a reduction
from nearly 4% prior to bail reform. 

Has defunding police forces led to increased crime
and violence? Not in Broome County. Funding for law
enforcement and our large county jail has steadily in-
creased. 

Weapons matter, and guns have proliferated.
From new reports, we know there were already over
28,000 county pistol permits in 2013, with thousands
added since. And national data show that increasing
access to guns increases gun violence. 

More common social cultivators of violence per-
sist, unaddressed. We know that unemployment,
poverty, a lack of housing, and racial and gender in-
equality are correlates of violence. Broome County
ranks high on all these measures. And of course, the
social isolation, anxiety, anger and deathly years of
COVID have exacerbated the turn to violence.

What works?
There is little evidence that more policing offers

relief. Dispatching armed and uniformed officers to
deal with unarmed persons in mental, substance or
domestic distress all too often results in more vio-
lence and even death — as occurred in the tragic
death of the only county or municipal law officer to
die on duty in the last 20 years.

Criminal justice, substance use and mental health
workers increasingly recommend community-based
alternatives such as violence interrupter teams,
composed of survivors of youth and gun violence
who live in, reach out and intervene in neighbor-
hoods plagued by gun violence. Mental health and
substance use responder teams, often linked to 24/7
stabilization centers, similarly respond to 911 calls re-
garding unarmed persons in psychotic or substance
use crisis. Such community-based programs have
proven effective in displacing the use of jails, espe-
cially for Black, Latinx, LGBTQ, immigrant and dis-
advantaged communities. 

Conflict and violence are longstanding problems
in our families and neighborhoods. We should not fall
prey to the purveyors of fear promoting their own
self-interest. We need bold thought and policy based
on commons sense, data and committed analysis. 

William Martin, of Johnson City, is a professor
emeritus at Binghamton University.
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On Sept. 18, 2021, I proudly announced my candi-
dacy for the office of Broome County sheriff. 

Since then, I have been talking and listening to res-
idents throughout Broome County. Several issues are
routinely asked about: bail reform, trust between law
enforcement and the community, and providing a
safe and healthy environment for persons incarcerat-
ed at the Broome County Sheriff’s Office Correctional
Facility. 

I have been employed with the Sheriff’s Office for
30 years, attaining the rank of captain of the Law En-
forcement Division. I have worked nearly every rank
and position in the law enforcement division and
have been part of the supervisory staff for the past 18
years. Countless investigations have been under my
supervision. I have proudly been one of the faces of
the Sheriff’s Office for a number of years. 

My experience, knowledge and leadership skills
well position me to move the office forward in a posi-
tive, and meaningful direction. Ensuring that the of-
fice functions at its optimal level where expected ser-
vices are provided, meeting community needs, and
ensuring that the safety and health of incarcerated
persons is paramount and my priority!

Due to the vast power an elected sheriff wields, it is
vitally important that the person elected to the office
of sheriff possesses the highest degree of integrity,
honor and sound moral character. The next Broome
County sheriff must promote a fair and equal balance.

That means employing dedicated, trustworthy staff
who are committed to their task while being compas-
sionate toward those they serve, protecting the rights
of the citizens and ensuring the safety of those under
their care. The sheriff must be accountable to those
who elected her and be transparent in all of her duties,
fostering mutual respect between the office and her
constituency. That is my commitment.

My vision includes providing a new standard of fis-
cal responsibility to ensure services are provided effi-
ciently in a cost-effective manner. I will ensure that
the office adheres to a strict spending budget mindful
of your tax dollars. 

I will conduct a top-to-bottom assessment and au-
dit of the Correctional Facility. I will bring stakehold-
ers to the table to discuss ideas, options and programs
including mental health services, substance use dis-
order services and community re-entry programs. We
will critically evaluate barriers and develop action
items to reduce recidivism. 

I will continue to work toward enhancing relation-
ships between the Sheriff’s Office and the community
by building bridges that lead to further cohesion and
tolerance among residents and deputy sheriffs. 

The sheriff plays a vital and influential role. Now,
more than ever, the person elected Broome County
sheriff must have the exclusive and unwavering trust
of the people she serves so that they can be assured
that our community is safe, residents are protected,
and our law enforcement needs are met and pre-
served. 

Come November, I hope to have earned your trust,
support and respectfully — your vote — to serve as the
next Broome County sheriff. 

Kathleen Newcomb, of Port Crane, is a candidate
for Broome County sheriff.
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